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	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(a) a single application procedure for issuing a single permit for third country nationals to reside and work in the territory of a Member State, in order to simplify their admission and to facilitate the control of their status and;
	(a) a single application procedure for issuing a single permit for third country nationals to reside for the purpose of work in the territory of a Member State, in order to simplify the procedures for their admission and to facilitate the control of their status; and
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	(b) ‘third-country worker’ means any third-country national who has been admitted to the territory of a Member State and is allowed to work legally in that Member State;
	(b) ‘third-country worker’ means any third-country national who has been admitted to the territory of a Member State, is legally resident and is allowed to work in the context of a paid relationship under national law and/or in accordance with national practice in that Member State;
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	(b) covered by Directive 96/71/EC as long as they are posted;
	(b) who are posted as long as they are posted;
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	1. An application to reside and work in the territory of a Member State shall be submitted in a single application procedure.
	1. An application for a single permit shall be submitted in a single application procedure. Member States shall determine whether applications for a single permit are to be made by the third-country national or by his or her employer. Member States may also decide to allow an application from either of the two. If the application is to be submitted by the third-country national, Member States shall allow the application to be introduced from a third country or, if provided for by national law, on the territory of the Member State in which he or she is already legally present.
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	2. The designated authority shall process the application and adopt a decision on the application as soon as possible and in any event no later than three months from the date on which the application was lodged.
	2. The competent authority shall adopt a decision on the complete application as soon as possible and no later than four months from the date on which the application was lodged.
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	Any consequence of no decision being taken by the end of the period provided for in this paragraph shall be determined by national law of the relevant Member State.
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	4. If the information supporting the application is inadequate, the designated authority shall notify the applicant of the additional information that is required. The period referred to in paragraph 2 shall be suspended until the authorities have received the additional information required.
	4. If the information or documents supporting the application are incomplete according to the criteria specified in national law, the competent authority shall notify the applicant in writing of the additional information or documents required and may set a reasonable deadline to provide them. The period referred to in paragraph 2 shall be suspended until the authorities have received the additional information required. If additional information or documents have not been provided within the deadline, the application may be rejected.
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	1. Member States shall issue the single permit using the uniform format as laid down in Regulation (EC) No 1030/2002 and shall indicate the information relating to the permission to work in accordance with its Annex, a, 7.5-9.
	1. Member States shall issue the single permit using the uniform format as laid down in Regulation (EC) No 1030/2002 and shall indicate the information relating to the permission to work in accordance with its Annex, a, 7.5-9. Member States may issue an additional document to the single permit holding all relevant information on the specific right and conditions to work. Such an additional document shall complement the single permit and may be updated or withdrawn when the labour market position of the single permit holder changes.
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	2. Member States shall not issue any additional permits, in particular work permits of any kind as proof of the access given to the labour market.
	2. When issuing the single permit Member States shall not issue any additional permits as proof of the access given to the labour market.
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	2. Any decision rejecting the application, not granting, modifying or renewing, suspending or withdrawing a single permit shall be open to challenge before the courts of the Member State concerned. The written notification shall specify the possible redress procedures available and the time-limit for taking action.
	2. Any decision rejecting the application, not modifying or not renewing or withdrawing a single permit shall be open to a legal challenge in the Member State concerned, in accordance with national law. The written notification shall specify the court or administrative authority where the person concerned may lodge an appeal and the time-limit for the appeal.
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